
 Characteristics of the
Arab Society

Methodology
•	 We carried out a national telephone survey of a 

representative sample of 1,000 Arab Citizens of Israel
•	 The margin of error for the survey is +/- 3.2%
•	 The data were collected from the third week of January 2017 

until the second week of February 2017 



Identified 
Subgroups

The Separatists 20%

Just Getting By 19%

The Traditionalists  21%

The Integrationists 36%



Breakdown of the Subgroups by Definitions of Identity
Religious identity is the most dominant for all subgroups, but especially among the “Traditionalists.” Palestinian 
identity is more dominant among the members of the “Separatists” subgroup. Israeli identity is more dominant 

among the “Integrationists” and much less among the “Separatists.”   
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Satisfaction With Life

Average 4.1

All in all, I am satisfied with my life 
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Perception of Opportunities in Life Compared to Parents

I feel that I have more opportunities in life 
compared to my parents
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Perception of Opportunities that the State Gives to Arab-Israelis

 The State of Israel gives Arab-Israelis more
opportunities now than it did in the past

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

1.0

Average 3.0

 The
Separatists

 Just
 Getting By

 The
Traditionalists

 The
Integrationists



 Perception of Improvement of the Status of Arabs in Israel in
the Last Five Years

Do you think that the status of Arabs in Israel 
has improved in the last five years? 
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 Support of Men Playing a Larger Role in Housework and
Childrearing

 I support Arab men playing a larger role in
childrearing and housework
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Desire to Live in a More Liberal Society

 I would like to live in a more liberal society like
 in the West
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Desire to Expand Circle of Jewish Friends

I would like to have more Jewish friends

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

1.0

Average 3.5

 The
Separatists

 Just
 Getting By

 The
Traditionalists

 The
Integrationists



Integration of Arabs into the Police Force

 I support the integration of Arabs into the
Israeli police force
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 Enforcement of the Law Against Polygamy

To what extent should the state enforce the 
law against polygamy?
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Feeling Comfortable in Jewish Settings

 I feel very comfortable in primarily Jewish
settings
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 Fear of Being in Jewish Settings During Times of Heightened
Security Tensions

To what extent are you afraid of being around 
Jews in times of heightened security tensions? 
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Importance of Keeping Traditions Compared to Parents

 Keeping traditions is less important to me than
it was to my parents
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 Importance of Muslim Women Wearing Head Coverings

 It’s important to me that Muslim women wear a
 head covering

)asked of Muslim respondents only(

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

1.0

Average 3.2

 The
Separatists

 Just
 Getting By

 The
Traditionalists

 The
Integrationists



Desire to See More Arab Women in Politics

 I would like to see more Arab women in local
and national politics

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

1.0

Average 4.0

 The
Separatists

 Just
 Getting By

 The
Traditionalists

 The
Integrationists



 Agreement with the Idea that Historical Palestine/the Land of
  Israel is the Homeland of Both the Jews and the Palestinians

 I think that Palestine/the Land of Israel is,
 in addition to being the homeland of the
 Palestinians, the homeland of the Jewish

people
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 Agreement with the Idea that Jews Don’t Have a Historical
Connection to Jerusalem

To what extent do you agree with the 
statement that Jews don’t have a historical 

connection to Jerusalem?
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Openness to Jews Praying on the Temple Mount

 It doesn’t bother me if Jews pray on the
 Temple Mount as long as it doesn’t affect
 the status of Al-Aqsa or the Dome of the

Rock
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 Support of MK Ayman Odeh’s (Leader of the Joint List) Decision
Not to Attend Shimon Peres’ Funeral

To what extent do you agree with Ayman Odeh 
and the Joint List’s decision not to participate in 

Shimon Peres’ funeral? 
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 Opposition to MK Ghattas’ Attempt to Pass Cell Phones to
 Palestinian Security Prisoners

 I’m against the attempt of MK Basal Ghattas to
 pass cell phones to Palestinian security prisoners
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 The X-Axis: From Separation to Attachment

Questions Included in the Factor Weighting
I feel very comfortable in primarily Jewish settings 728.
I support the integration of Arabs into the Israeli police force 686.
I would like to have more Jewish Friends 650.
 I think that Palestine/the Land of Israel is, in addition to being the
homeland of the Palestinians, the homeland of the Jewish people

645.

 The State of Israel gives Arab-Israelis more opportunities now than
it did in the past

541.
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Liberalism
Questions Included in the Factor Weighting
 I would like to live in a more liberal society like in the West 734.
 Keeping traditions is less important to me than it was to my
parents

637.

 I would like to see more Arab women in local and national
politics
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 Satisfaction with Life and Opportunities
Questions Included in the Factor Weighting
 All in all, I am satisfied with my life 716.
 I feel that I have more opportunities in life compared
to my parents

635.
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