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Just as it is gravely wrong to take from
individuals what they can accomplish by their
own initiative and industry and give it to the
community, so also it is an injustice and at
the same time a grave evil and disturbance of
right order to assign to a greater and higher
association what lesser and subordinate
organizations can do. For every social activity
ought of its very nature to furnish help to the
members of the body social, and never destroy
and absorb them.
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[...] to continue the process of creating an ever
closer union among the peoples of Europe, in
which decisions are taken as closely as possible
to the citizen in accordance with the principle
of subsidiarity
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"Under the principle of subsidiarity, in

areas which do not fall within its exclusive
competence, the Union shall act only if and in
so far as the objectives of the proposed action
cannot be sufficiently achieved by the Member
States, either at central level or at regional

and local level, but can rather, by reason of the
scale or effects of the proposed action, be better
achieved at Union level."
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